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J IIs abel in 1 compliateowich Jeu impor? 
tunate and repeated Sollicitations, and ont 
bf the great Deſire I have to ſatisſie one of 
your Perfuafion? in any thing that is made a Pretence 
to ſeparate from the Church of Englaud, that a 
this time l am perſuaded to trouble you a with this long 
and tedious Letter; ſo without "hp! pology _— 
Inſufficiency” in ſuch an Undertaking, 7 preſ 
ming that you are fully convinced of the Scene 
of my Intentions, I will endea vont to remove that 
grand Obſtacle of Reconciliation that ſtands in the 
way, and prevents your Communion with your Na- 
tional Church; you have often afſur'd me, that yu 
could willingly comply with our Conſtitution, were 
you not afraid that it either actually labours under | 
the guilt of Popery, or is in a direct tendency to it; 
I confeſs, this is a' very opprobious Charge, and i 
do not know a more effectual way to ak; an odious 
Egnominy 1 our . than by 3 the Im- 


putation of Popery upon it ; yet. you your ſelf have 
been ſo ingenuous as to confeſs, that yon are altoge- 
ther ignorant of the Particulars of this Calumny ; 
but you preſume, that ſo many Men, of very emi- 
nent Parts and Honeſty, would never joyn, and fo 
vigorouſly unite in this Accuſation at random, and 
upon meer Conjectures; and upon this Suppoſition 
you infer, that the Church muſt actually be ſo affected. 
1 maſt needs tell you, Sir, that I am concern'd, to 
ſind you ſo credulous in a Matter of ſo great Conſe- 
quence, and that you will not take the pains to ex- 
amine the bottom of things before you paſs your 
Judgment upon them: However, I am 278 
that you are not ſingular in this Point; for I do 
queſtion but the greateſt part of thoſe who are very 
violent, to impoſe this brand of Infamy upon our 
Conſtitution, ate equally under the fame Obſcurity; 


and are. as little;acquainted with the Reaſons of it 


as your ſelf; therefore, to remove this Egyptian 
Darkneſs, and the unnatural Reſults of it, I wil 
biiefly diſcover to you the moſt ſubſtantial Grounds 
of this Calumny, and the infufficiency-of them, to 
jaſtike your Schiſm from the Church, chiefly for 
your.own, and partly for the Satisfaction of any 
modeſt and ſober-Enquirer. And 7 
+ Firſt, the Church of England lies under the Im- 
putation of Popery, becauſe ſhe is under the Juriſ- 
diction of Biſnops, and an Epiſcopal Clergy, and as 
ſuch is condemnd for Symbolizing with the Church 


1 Rome 1 will not inſiſt upon the Apoſtolical In- 


ſtitution, and the Antiquity of Epiſcopacy, to e- 
vince the unreaſonableneſs of this Objection; ſince 
a Man of ordinary Obſervation will eaſily perceive 
that Popery meets with no greater Oppoſition than 
from Epiſcopacy ; for the very Formality of Pope- 
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ty is the Popes Juriſdiction over all other Biſhop?, 
as being the Source of all Epiſcopal Power, all Bi- 
ſhops depending upon him, and ſwearing Allegiance 
to him; but Epiſcopacy eſtabliſy@in its juſt Extent 
is fundamentally 9% öllde to this Arbitrary Power 
of the Pope, and brings him upon a Level and Pri- 
mitive Equality with other Biſhops : Nay, tis mo- 
rally impoſſible, that the Biſhops of our Church 
ſhould be in the leaſt diſpoſed that way, ſince they 
Have given the greateſt Security that one Man can 
give another to the contrary; they ſubſcribe to the 
Thirty Nine Articles, take the Oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy, and abſolutely diſclaim all tbe 
Errors of the Church of Rome, and particularly all 
SBubjection to the Pope, or dependance upon him; 
And of this the Church of Rome is ſo fatally ſenſible, 
that upon the Vote for aboliſhing Epiſcopacy in our 
hei Proubles, ſhe fang Goræans, and made ſure df 
_ eſtabliſhing Popery in this Kingdom. Not to ſay 
what reg, and faithful Service hath been done by 
our Biſhops to the Proteſtant Cauſe, and how they 
have unanſwerably oppoſed the Extravagancies of 
the Church of Rome, as their moſt impregnable De- 
fence of the Refornation. This, Sir, was the com- 
mon Theme of popular Obloquy in our civil Diſtra- 
Ciions, but when our Adverſaries had accompliſh'd 
their Deſigns, and triumph'd upon the ruin of E- 
piſcopacy, they could not invent what Model of Go- 
vernment ſhould ſucceed it; and upon ſuppoſition 
that they had the ſame Power of refining our Reh- 
gion (as they term it) at this time (which God 
prevent they may ever have) they would find it as 
impracticable as ever to accompliſh; for it is abſurd 
to imagine that ſuch a Medley of Religions ſhould 
ever unite into one Uniform Body, and it is equal- 
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y abſurd topropoſeaScttlement of themſelvesinfeve- 
zl diſtinct Farties, ſoasto give undiſturb Toleration 
to each other ; for it is to he conſider d, that there 
are no Parties in this or any other Nation ſo exactly 
Poiſed, that they have equal Numbers and Intereſts, 
there is always one of them which overballances the 

. the reſt, and is the Religion of the State, and muſt 
naturally increaſe and grow. powerful; and conſe- 
quently upon the leaſt Pape af. ſucceeding, will 
impoſe its own Diſcipline upon the reſt, which will 
foam: overthrow their Toleration : Since therefore, 
tis impoſſible for our Diſlenters to unite into one 
National Church, or ſubſiſt in ſeparate Parties, one 
: would: think that they muſt neceſſarily eomply with 

_ - Epiſcopacy, as the only Sanctuary where they might 
expect Peace and Unity; eſpecially, ſince it is ſo 
blended with our Civil Conſtitution, and conſqnant 
to tſſe Scheme of Monarchy, that upon its MM 
Tion, Atheiſm and Hereſie, Anarchy and Contul- 
ſſon. Would inevitably overſet the wholg Frame of 
_ the Government. This the Experience of our late 
Times found to be true, and then thoſe who were ſo 
volent to ſubvert this Apoſtolical Inſtitution, when 
they ſaw what an Inundation of Seftaries ruſht in 
upon them, were forced to acknowledge that the 
Diſcipline which they bad deſtroyed, was a great 
Check and reſtraint to thoſe Errors which grew 
bold and licentious under their adored Liberty; 
then the Biſhops who juſt before were rendred odi- 

ons, by all the Arts of-Defamation that could de 
uſed, had unwillingly ſome good Words dropt up- 
0 on them, and their Diligence and Succeſs, in ſup- 
Pfreſſing Heretical and Bla ſphemous Doctrines, was 

allow d ſome juſt Commendation. 


The | 
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The Conſequente of this Miſtake hath been ano- 
ther of the ſame Nature, and equally falſe; Men 
have imagined that fince Epiſcopacy (as they think) 
is of Popiſh Extraction, the inferiour Clergy of t he 
_ Kingdom muff be under the immediate influence of 
their Leaders, and conſequently upoa the firſt op- 
portunity, they will embrace the Intereſts of the 
Church of Rane; upon this Account I preſume they 
are ſo often branded with the unjuſt and odious 
Names of Papiſts, Jacobites, and I know not what 


falſe and rediculous Calumnies; if a Man is but one 


degree above Indifferency; and ſomewhat Zealouſly, 
inſiſts upon and prefers. the Government of Biſhops 
before a Conſiſtory of Divines, or according to his 
Profeſſion is an aſſertour of the Rights of his eſta- 
blifn'd Religion, he muſt be à Friend to Popery, a 
Rebel to God and his Country, and proſecuted for 
Fligh Crimes and Miſdemeanours; he muſt be ren- 
dretl odious by the ſevereſt Reflections that Wit and 
Malice can invent, ſd that whoſoever kilieth him, 
will think that he doth God Service: I muſt needs ſay, 
that this is a very odd way of Cotnpenſation for a 
Man's Honeſty, for his Ze al to the Church and his 
Religion: But to evince the monſtrous Abſurdity of 
this Imputation, I will inſiſt only upon one Argu- 
ment, obvious almoſt to every Man's Memory and 
Obſervation. Some Years ſince, Popery had a very 
fair proſpect of a Settlement amongſt us, having ſuch 
an immoderate Protection from the Government, 
that it had the Confidence to hope for a legal Eſta- 
bliſnment in the Kingdom: But, Sir, if you re- 
member thoſe ſecret Friends to Popery, the Epi ſco- 
pal Clergy, wers the only Perſons that enter d the 
Liſts, and ſuch an invincible Courage and 
Zeal againſt thoſe Innovations, that they counter- 


min'd the whole Scheme of the Party, fo that they 


were often forced to ſhift the Controverſie; one ha 
while inſinuating themſelves with the People, by & 
charging the Clergy with an open compliance wi 01 


the Intereſts of Rome: When that fail'd, they ac- 
_cus'd them of ſecret Combinations with the Enemy 
to introduce Popery; but ſtill they were repuls'd;to 
the immortal Honour of the true Sonsof the Church: 
This was a Paſſage of ſo much Glory to them, and 
fo great and illuſtrious a Demonſtration of their In- 
-regrity, that onę would think that Malice it ſelf would 
be aſham'd to lay any Imputation of inclining to Po- 
pery, either to the Church, or Churchmen of Eng- 
land, were it not that ſome Men will never be ont 
of Cquntenance, and when once they have laſt all 
ſence of Modeſty, they cannot be ſuppoſed to have 
any regard to Truth. And I cannot but obſerve, 
that at this time when Popery was coming in, 
like a Land · flood upon our Conſtitution, that thoſe 
Men who pretend to ſweat at the very Shadow of it, 
and that their Zeal is the only Bulwark againſt it, 
were very quiet and unconcern'd, from which any 
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reaſonable Man would conclude, that they have not 
ſuch an Averſion to Popery as they pretend, and that 


Terms of Accommodation might eaſily be ad. 

mitted between them and the Church of . Rome. 

am ſure; when the Clergy of England were in their 

loweſt Fortune, Popery had their greateſt Indul- 
gence in this Kingdom, the Papiſts were exempted 

from the Puniſnment of Penal Laws more than ever 

they were before; no Oath of Allegiance or Supre- 
macy was preſſed upon them, our Liturgy and 
Common-⸗Frayer were taken away, ſo that there 
was no way to diſcover, or legally convict a Popiſh 
Recuſant; and any Man will grant, that the ſame. 
RT > A © * Cauſes 


: 
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Cauſes may have the ſamé Effects, and what once 


hath been done, is poſſible to be done again. 
This was the only Argument produced againſt 
our Clergy to juſtiſie their Inclination to Popery, 
vrhen Mens Suſpicions were very violent, and a great 

Jealouſie was entertain d upon that account: But 
now of late, not only our Diſſenters, but Perſons 


of their own Order, have been ſo uncharitable ass 
to appear in the Front of their moſt inveterate Ac- 


e EIT ne 
mention'd before. I ſhould be aſham'd to diſcover 


the weakneſs of ſome of the Clergy, ' by informing 
you of the Reaſons they produce for this Calumny, 
were it not that they have been ſo imprudent as to 


expoſe themſelves in the Face of the whole Nati- 


on; and many of our Reverend Prelates have been 
immoderately hot in affixing this Imputation upon 
their Fellow-Labourers, and upon no other account, 


Jaſſure you, then for maintaining the Doctrine of 


Non-Reſiſtance and abſolute Paſſive Obedience. A 


Doctrine, as it's confirm'd by the Authority of the 
firſt Founders of our Church, and by Precedents 


of the Primeſt A 69, ſo has it been deliver'd 
the gloomy Ages of Hereſie, Po- 

pery, and Republicaniſm, without reſtraint or limita- 

tion, and hath been the diſtinguiſhing ChataQeriſtick 


down to us through 


of the Church of England. I am ſenſible it hath been 
often curtaiPd and minc'd to ſuit the ſqueamiſh Di- 


_ geſtion of Perſons of Latitude and Republican No- 
tions; but what [hath been the reſult of it but Re- 
ſiſtance, Treaſon and Rebellion? Had the Doctrine 
of Non-Reſiſtance been obſery'd in its full Extent 


and abſtracted from all upſtart Exceptions, the Blood 


of the Royal Martyr, had not been to be atoned for 


by 


Ds 
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by us and our Poſterity. This is matter of Fact, 


and 1 am ſorry that ſo many great Lights of our 
Church are fo reſolute in oppoſing this Principle, fo | 
as to betray. a weakneſs and inconſiſtency: For ſince | 


the Liberty of the Subject is ſufficiently provided for 


by the Laws, what would Men of Honeſty deſire 
more? would they allow the Prince no Security a- 


gainſt the Inſults af his Subjects? would they make 


im precarious to bo blown in and out at their Plea- 
fore? Men of honeſty or Conſcience would not be 
ſo unreaſonable to deſire, and Perſons of Senſe and 
Ingenuity would he aſham'd to be under the Govern- 


ment of ſdch a Childiſh Nominal- Sovereign. Theſe 
Accuſers do further malicionfly ſuggeſt, that the 


Queen's Title is immediately ſtrucktat by this Prin- 


ciple, the Doctrin of Non-Reſiſtance (as they think) 
being inconſiſtent with the Revolution; but this is 
meer Cant and Sophiſtry: For, as their Suppoſi 


tion 
is falſe, ſince there was no Reſiſtance at the Revolu- 


tion, ſo tis ſelf evident that the Queen by Right of 
Succeſſion hath an Hereditary Title to the Crown, 


which doth not depend upon the Revolution, and 


i very conſonant with the Doctrine of Non-Reſi- 
ſtance. I ſhall not engage further in this Point, but 
refer you to the learned Diſputes extant upon it, 


where you may receive full and compleat ſatis- 


faction. Vet how by maintaining the Doctrine of 


Non Reſiſtance our Clergy are diſpoſed for Popery, 
cannot imagine, unleſs it be by their aſſerting the 
Hereditary Title of the Queen; I am ſenſible that 


this and more hath been preſum'd by a Prelate of 


our Church, who peremptorily ſays that the Afſſer- 
tors of Hereditary. Right will be callPd on, from 


their own Conceſſions, to worſhip the Idol that they 


may iſet up, and conſequently introduce Popery by E- 
: N iſtabliſh- 
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A to a. Form of Prayers ( fays he) and Eccleſia 
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Nabliſhing the preſumptive Heir in the Throne: But 
this is ineo more than his Lordſhip could cha- 


ritably ſuppoſe, ſince (if Oaths are allowed to have 
any obligation) the Aſſertors of Non-Reſiftance 
have given a 


Security to maintain the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion, as his Lordſhip. or the moſt Bi- 


gotted Zealot. to a limited Obedience can poſſibly 


produce. Not to ſay, * the edn: Title 


of the Queen is the only way (humanely ſpeak- 


ing) by which the Protef "Sycceſſion can poſſi- 
bly. be ſecured. 

The Church of 3 es under the Imputa- 
tation of Popery becauſe She — uſe of a Litur- 
Bs and a preſcribd Form of Prayer, part where- 


f has been took out of the Service in the Roman 
Ppt ih. omg But this Objection is very unreaſona- 


ble, ſince tis vnconteſtable that ſet Forms of Pray- 
er were admitted in the Church, before the Church 
of Rome had contracted ſo much Pollution as to be 
under the Imputatian of Popery, and conſequently 
the Primitive Church is * liable to this charge 
with the Church of Englaud; and for a further An- 


ſwer, I will recite the 4 of the Great Calvin, 
whoſe Axerſion to Popery was never yet queſtion! & - 


Rites, I do very. much approve of the publiſhing a fixes | 


ane, from which it may not be lawful for the Paſtors 8 
| depart in the exerciſe of their Function, thereby to pri 


vide againſt the Simplicity and Unskilfulneſs of ſome, and 
that the. conſent of all the Churches e might 
more. certainly appear; and laſtiy, to put 4 Bar ta The | 
unconſtant Levity. of others, ꝓho are ul og trately taken 
with Rn "a And it is eaſie to new, that Si- 


molizing with the Church of Rome herein, is ſo far 6 
| from * „— * it is; highly commendable, 


ſince 
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Knee it is abſolutely impoſſible to have the perfor- 
mance of Publick Worſhip executed with that ſo- 


lemn Gravity that becomes it, in a Church where 


its Miniſters are wholy left free to the exerciſing of 


extemporary Invention; and this may eaſily be de- 


monſtrated from the Words of very remarkable 
Preachers in the late Rebellion, who in their extem- 

porary Effuſions, plainly told God, that, If he did not 
finiſh the good Work which he had begun in the Reforma- 
rion of the Church, he would ſhew himſelf to be the God 
of Confuſion, and ſuch an one as by cunning Stratagems 
had contriv'd the Deſtruction of his own Children : That 
God would bleſs the King, and mollifie his hard Heart 
that delights in Blood, for that he was fallen from Faith 

in God, and become an Enemy to his Church: Let thy 


Hand, we pray thee, O Lord our God, be upon him, and 


upon his Father's Houſe, but not upon thy People, that 
they ſhould be plagued : O God! O God! many are the 
Hands lift up ag aint us, but there is one God, it is thou 


thy ſelf, 0 Father || who does more Miſchief than they all. 


We know, 0 Lord, that | Abraham Made A Covenant, 


' "Moſes and David made a Covenant, and our Saviour 


made a Covenant, but thy Parliament s Covenant is the 


' orcateft of all Covenants. I preſume you deſire no 


more of ſuch intolerable profane and lewd Stuff 28 
this: However, if you are curious, you may find 
theſe and many more Inſtances of this nature in Dag 
dales's Short View of the Troubles of England, 
where Times, Places, and Perſons are particularly 

named. But the ſubſtantial part of the Objection 
is behind, for I conceivę that the greateſt Offence 


is taken at ſome of our Collects in the Service 
-of our Church, which are to be found in the Roman 


Maſs-book, though it was-never made appear that 


they contain'd any thing contrary to the Word of 


God, 


CT MM Rs EE 
God, or the practice of Antiquity, and conſequent- 
ly they may be join'd in, without Sin, tho? they are 

made uſe of in the Church of Rome; and to condemn 
them meerly upon that account is a piece of intole- 
rable Prejudice and Partiality, and can never be the 
Effects of a peaceable and truly ſcrupulous Conſci- 
ence. For, certainly all is not to be eſteem'd Popery 
which is practiſed in that Church, and therefore it 
cannot be our Duty to run into Extremes, and depart 
further from her than ſhe hath from the Truth; for 
if ſo, we muſt forſake Chriſtianity it ſelf in deteſta- 
tion of Popery: To reform, ſurely, is not to caſt 
away every thing that was in uſe before, unleſs Bar- 
bariſm be the only Sign of a perfect Reformation. I 
cannot leave this Point without deſiring you to con- 
ſider the diſmal Conſequences that will be the neceſ- 
ſary Effects of Separation upon ſuch a trifling Ob- 
jection as this, what Scenes of Ruin, Blaſphemy 
and Hereſie, will be the unavoidable Reſults of ſub- | 
verting the Liturgy of our Church! Of this, ſome 
years ago, had a fatal Conviction; for no ſooner was 9 

| our Cmmon- Prayer put down, but an Inundation ß 

N ſuch monſtrous and extravagant Opinions broke in, 

that this Confeſſion was extorted even from the 
Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament, Me 


5 have thought fit, leaſt we partake of other Men's Sins, 
and thereby be in danger to receive of their Plagues, to 

| ſet forth this our deep e of the great diſhanour. of God, _ 
, and perillous Condition this Kingdom is in, through the 


| 
| 
abominable Blaſphemies, and damnable Hereſies vented | 
and ſpread abroad in this Kingdom, tending to the ſub- | 
4 verſion of the Faith, contempt of the Miniſtry and Or- | 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt. And we have the further Teſti- | 
; mony of the Conſiſtory of Divines, We the Miniſters of | 
Feſns Chriſt, do hereby teſtifie to all the Kingdom; = | 
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the Reformed Churches, as our great diſlike of Pit ney Dx | 


raſtianiſm, Browniſms and Indeptidencys fo our ter 


abhorrence of Antiſcriptur:ſm, Popery, Arianiſm; Sori- 


nianiſm; Arminianiſms Antimonianiſm, Anabaptifm, 
Liberriniſm, and Famuliſin, with ail fuch lite nom too 
rife among ſt us: Nay; ſuch Confuſion. of Sects and 
Hereſies were introduc'd- into the Kingdom, that 


thoſe who were very active, and introduced the Ser- 


vice of our Church in the blackeſt and moſt odious 


Characters, were fore d to own that upon Tryal, 


our Liturgy was far more defirable than that Anar- 
chy and Confuſion, they had contended for with ſo 


much Blood and Violence: If this be not ſufficient 
to qualiſie the Edge of this Objection, give me leave 
to inform you of the Author of it, and by what 

means it was firſt unhappily, broachi d in this King- 


one Faithful Commin, a Dominican Fryer, came over 
Hato England, and paſſed under the Notion of a Zea- 
lous Puritan, and was much admired and folowed 


by the people, for his ſeeming Piety, Spiritual Gifts, 


and Zeal againſt Popery; but being apprehended and 


accusd for an lin poſtor, was examined at large by 
the Queen and her Council, and put under Bail, 


when finding the Climate was like to be too hot for 


him, and having by a Cheat, brought off his Bail, 


and told his deluded Followers, that he was acquit- 
ted by her Majeſty and the Council, and warned of 


od to go beyond the Seas, and having with abun- 
dance of extemporary Prayers and Tears ſqueezed 
dut of them a Collection of an hundred and thirty 


Pounds for his Journey, away he goes for Rome, and 
acqua ints Pope Piu Quintax with what he had done, 
and particularly teils him, That by perſwading his 


Followers, that che Liturgy of Englamdi was only a 


Tranſlation 
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e of St. Gprian aud others, made uſe of 


en „ Ml 
6 Trandation of the Maſs-book, he had 1 that 
Church fo irreconcileably odious to the Puritans, 


that it would be a Stumbling- block to her, while 


« She was a Church; upon which the Pope commen- 


ded, and rewarded bim with two tkouſand Duckets for 


his good Service: This is matterof Fact and atteſted 
byinvincible Authority; and this Relation, if ſerious- 


ly weigh'd, and conſider'd, L hope will make a deep 
Impreſſion upon you and the minds of all ſober Di{- 


ſenters, pu ty at leaſt in a great.meaſure qualify if not 
abſolutely ſilence this unjuſt Calumny 2871 the 
Liturgy of our Church... 

' The Church of England lyes under the imputation 
of Popery, becauſe She makes uſeof the Croſs in Bap- 


tiſm, and kneeling at the Communion, Ceremonies = 


which in the Church of Rome are proſtituted to Su- 
E and Idolatry. The firſt. of theſe Scruples 
eem to be the effect of Prejudice and Paſſion, rather 
than a Conſcience modeſtly ſcrupulous, ſince it is 
notorioully evident that any Man ho ever read the 
Form of the Adminſtration of Baptiſm in our Church, 
may, be ſatisfy d, that the Child is expreſſy ſaid ta 
be initiated into the Church before the Sign of the 


Croſs is made, and conſequently. there is no opera- 
tive Power allow d to be in it, not is it at all neceſ- 


ſary to the Efficacy of the Sacrament. But it was 
thought decent and ſeaſonable. by the Founders of 
our Church, that when it had pleas d. Cod to ręceive 
a perſon into his Favour, and to give him the Seal 


of it, the Church ſhould ſolemnly declare and teſti- 


fy that he is receiv d into Her Communiou, by giv- 
ing him the Badge of our common Religion; and this 


was done not in imitation, of the Church of Nase, 


but of the Primitive Church, which according to the 


this 


this Sign many Centuries before the frightful Name 

of Popery was known in the World, and conſequent- 
Iy it's not of Modern or Popiſh Extraction. And as 
to the Ceremony of Kneeling, if our Churches De- 
claration at the end of the Communion Service will 
not vindicate Her from the Imputation of Popery, 
J have nothing to ſay in Her defence: The Declara- 
tion is this; Whereas it is ordain d in this Office for the 
Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, that- the Communi- 
' carts ſhould receive the ſame kneeling, ( which Order is 
well meant for a fionification of our humble and grateful 
Acknowledgment, of the Benefits of Chriſt therein given to 
ul wort hy Receivers, and for the avoiding of ſuch Pro- 
phanation and Diſorder in the holy Communzon as might 
otherwiſe enſue ) yet leaſt the ſame Kneeling ſhould by a- 
ny Perſon either out of Ignorance and Infirmity, or out of 
' Aﬀalice and Obſtinacy, be miſconſtrued and depraved, I 


is here declared, that thereby no Adoration is intended, || 


or ought to be done, either unto the Sacramental Bread 
and Wine there bodily received, or unto any Corporal pre- 
| ſence of Ohriſt's natural Fleſh and Blood; for the Sacra- 
ment al Bread and Wine remain ſtill” in their very na - 
tural Subſtances, and therefore may not be adored \, ( for 
that were Idolatry to be abhorr'd of all faithful Chriſtians) 
and the Natural Body and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt- 
are in Heaven, and not here, it being againſt the Truth 
of Chriſt's natural Body to be at one time in more places 
than one. We ſee that our Church doth here not 


dnly declare, that no Adoration is in this Geſture in- 


tended, ' either to the Elements, or to Chriſt's Cor- 
poral Preſence under the Species of Bread and Wine, 
but alſo, that as ſuch a Pretence is abſurd and con- 
tradictious, ſo the adoring of the Sacramental Bread 
and Wine would be Idol atry to be abhorr d of all faith- 
ful Chriſtians : So that all the dolatry and Superſti- 
nt, 8 5 _T108 


Tion, whereby the Church of Nome hath abuſed this 
„ Ceremony, is perfectly removed, and it is required 
; only, as a decent and reverend Poſture ; which is ſuf- 


ficient to ſatisfie any Man that is not at an irrecon- 

j eileable diſtance from the Church, and is a full Con- 

5 futation of this Objection. o. 
Ine laſt Reaſon of any moment which is made uſe 


oz to accuſe the Church of Englund of Popery, is 
her Obſervation of Feſtivals, — becauſe ſhe makes 
the Memory of the juſt to be Bleſſed. This is a 
very uncharitable Imputation, and I can no way 
account for it, but from Stubbornneſs and a ſturdy 
Partiality; for it depends wholly *%\pon the obſerya- 
tion of Holy-Days in the Church of Rowe, without 
any Reflection upon the thing it ſelf, whether it con- 
tains any thing evil in it or not: 1 ſupppoſe our Ad- 
verſaries would infer, that as we comply with the 
Church of Rome in the obſervation of Holy-Days, 
ſo we muſt neceſſarily comply with her in the Invo- 
cation of, Saints! and Angels, but this is 4 very Un- 
natural Conſequence, as evidently appears from our 
= Collects, where; if any ſuch thing is actually ex- 
r preſs'd, or can poſſibly intimate the leaſt ground for 


zj: j ß Ew. 


0 ſuch a Concluſion; I will engage, that the moſt zea- 
/t- | ous Proteſtant amongſt us, will immediately open 
þ ul Mouth and cry out Popery upon the Church of 


A 3 
t 0 Thus, Sir, have I curiouſſy run through the moſt 
1- | plauſible Pretences that juſtifies this Calumny, and 
- | producd my own Thoughts, and the Opinions of 


E, very eminent Divines to their Confutation, ſo that 
1 1 preſume-yap may meet with ſome Satisfaction, if 
d you are diſpoſtd<to be ſatisfied ; I have ſtated the 
— | Caſe with all the Candour and Ingenuity that I am _ I 
1- Maſter of, and repreſented the Objections in their full 
xn | us B | 


Strength 


\ 
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Strength and Latitude; yet for a more effectual and 
general Confutation, I ſubmit to your Judgment 
- theſe two following Particular. 
I there be ſuch a dangerous Affinity between tle 
Church of England and the Roman, how came it to 
paſs that the Bleſſed Inſtruments of our Reformation 
ſubmitted of the ſtroaks of Martyrdom, in confir- 
mation to the one, and Oppoſition to the other? 
For if thoſe of the Church of Rome could have been 
ſo barbarous, as cruelly to Murther thoſe Excellent 
Perſoas for ſome ſlight Innoyations, or for differin 
from them in Circumſtantials, yet certainly ſuc 
wiſe and good Men would not have been ſo prodigal 
of their own Blood, nor weary of their Lives, as to 
caſt them away upon Trifles. It is probable at leaſt 
therefore that thoſe of the Church of Rome thought 
the Engliſb Reformation to be (as it certainly is) eſſen- 
tially different from them, and it is more than pro- 
hable that thoſe Holy Men aforeſaid thought ſo, and 
d d not offer to God the Sacrifice of Fools. __- 
Or how comes it to paſs, that all thoſe of the Ro- 
man Communion withdraw themſelves from Ours, 
and are commanded fo to do by the Head of their 
Church; under peril of Damnation? And on the 
other ſide, the true Proteſtants of the Church of 
E.glaud abſent themſelves from the Roman Worſhip, 
lelf they ſhould defile their Conſciences with their 
Superſtitions, I ſay how comes this diſtance and ap- 
prehenſion of Sin and Danger reciprocally, if the 
differences between them be inconſiderable? And 
further, how comes it to paſs that the Bigots of the 
Church of Rume, entertain a greater Spite and En- 
mity againſt the Biſhops, and Clergy of this King- 
dom, than againſt any Sect or Party whatſoever, but 
that they take them not only for Enemies, but me ; 
N mo 
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Moſt Mortal and Formidale of all they are concern d 
with? 1 „ 


No Sir, I have fixiſh d what at firſt I proposd, 
and I hope that you will not entertain ſuch an Opi- 
nion of thoſe Men of Eminent Parts and Honeſty, 


who are fo violent to cry out Popery upon the 
Church and Clergy. of England, ſince I can peremp- 


torily ſay, that they pretend no other grounds for 


it than what I have repreſented ; and if thoſe are - 
ſufficient to excuſe that Noiſe and Turbulency, that 


is generally made uſe of to Vilifie our Conſtitution, 


Lam ſorry that I have troubled you ſo long in the _ 
defence of it; yetIam ſo vain as to perſwade my 
ſelf, that upon a ſerious Reflection you will diſcern 


the Weakneſs of them, to juſtifie that odious Calum- 
ny, and how inſufficient they are to vindicate your 


Seperation from the Church, eſpecially if you are 
fully convinc'd of the heinous men! of Schiſm, 


and a breach of that Communion wherein you might 


have continu'd without Sin : For that it's a Sin o 


the deepeſt Dye and greateſt Guilt, - will be eaſily 
allow'd, if you conſider, what Care our Saviour took 

to prevent it! what Pains He usd with his Diſciples 
that they. might be perfectly inſtructed, and not 
differ in the q | 
what Diligence and Circumſpection they us'd to 


elivery of His Mind to the World! 
Reſiſt all beginnings of Schiſm in the Church! how 


they taught their Proſelytes to reſiſt this Diſtem- *- 


per as the Bane of Chriſtianity, charging them to 


_ uſe the greateſt caution againſt it, to mark and a- 
void all that inclin'd that Way, as Per ſons of a 
Contagious Breath and Infectious Society ! what o- 


dious Names they gave it, as Carnality, the Works 


of the Fleſh and of the Devil! I ſay, if you conſider 


theſe Things, you cannot but be apprehenfive of the 
No wr ä great 


(20). = 
tieatueb of this Sin; but if you will trace the 
ſenſe of the Church a little further, you will find 


tbe primitive Chriſtians inſpired with ſuch deteſta- 
tion againfr ir, that they thought it equal to the 


moſt notorious Sins, as Idolatry, Murder, 'and Sa- 
criledge, in ſomuch that Martyrdom it ſelf was not 
thought a ſufficient Expiation for it. To dye ( fays 
St. Cyprian ) for Chri$F the Head, would not oh” out 
the Stain of dividing the Church his Body; It's better to 
ſuffer any thing than that the Church of God ! ſhould be rent 
under, and if a Man muſt ſuffer Martyrdom, I think 

it e ually acceptable to God, to lay down 4 Man s Life 
for the Peace and Unity of the 3 as in Teftimony a- 
Faint that Idolatry (ſays Nonyſius the good Biſhop 
of 1 Ys \ndSt. 00 ian = api a Pert very = 


© Cat pacity he wouldddie for Chr yet can he. not re- 


> IM ety the Crown of Martyrdom ;, and how often 

TING RErE does he aſſure us, That ſuch an one has no 
part in the Law of God, or the Faith of Chriſt, or 
ein Life and Salvation: : that withoutUnity andCha- 
_"*rity a Man cannot enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 


even, and that although he ſhould deliver up himſelf 
* to the Flames, or caſt his Body to wild Beaſts, yet 


© this would not be the Crown of his Faith, but the. 
_ © Puniſhment of his Falſhood, not the Glorious Exit 
of a Religious Courage, but the Iſſue of Deſpair ; ; 


* ſnch a one may be kilf's, but he cannot be crown'd * : 


+ he rents the Unity of the Church, deſtroys the 
Faith, diſturbs the Peace, diffolves Charity, and 
” profanes the holy Sacraments. This was the gene- 
ral Determination of the Ancient Fathers, and Iam 
ef Opinion, that Ui Glory, of God, the Unity of 
| the Church, and et he Good of Men's Souls, are of no 
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are Things as conſiderable as neceſſary, and indif. 
penſable now as they were of Old. I am ſenſible, 


that you did not expect to find the Sin of Schiſm 


painted in ſuch heinous Characters; for I have often 
perceiy'd, that you are infatuated with the com- 


mon Miſtake, and that you preſume that the Indul- 


gence allow'd you by the Goyernment, as it exempts 
you from the Penalty, ſo it abſolutely removes the 
Guilt of Schiſm; but I hope that Human Indulgen- 


cies can never vacate the Authority of Laws ratl= 


fied in Heaven; and I am of Opinion, that an Evil 
countenanc'd, and allow'd of by the Government, 


is rather of greater Guilt, becauſe it is more In- 


fectious than when it was kept under and ſtood in 
fear of the Laws; and though the Temporal Puniſh- 
ment that was annex'd to the Sin of Schiſm is took 


off, yet the Obligation of it to Eternal Puniſnment 


is the ſame, and can only be diſpenc'd with by God 
himſelf who laid it upon it. 8020 


If this be not ſufficient to reconcil you to the 


Church, let me beg leave to repreſent to you, W-Wuo 


thoſe Perſons are that are fo buſie, to affix the Brand 
of Popery upon her; they are not, I can aſſure you, 


thoſe honeſt Men who are the firſt Promoters of this 
Calumny; they have it only upon Truſt, and as you, 
_ do implicitely ſtrike in to make the Noiſe the more 


ſolemn and plauſible; for we are convinc'd by fa- 
tal Experience, that 'tis a common and dangerous 
Piece of Policy in the Church of Rome, to. Commiſ- 
ſion their Emiſſaries whom they ſent amongſt us, to 
cry out Popery upon the Church of England, that 


they might make uſe of thoſe of our Separation with 
the more unperceiveable Diſguiſe to overthrow the 


whole Frame of the Kingdom: Hence it is that 
ws | „ 
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put on every Shape, diſguiſe themſelves in e- 
2 wh and ſo ſtudiouſly promote our Diviſions, 
to iaſpire their Followers with this infatuating No- 
tion, to ſpur on the People to call for a more pure, 
powerful and Spiritual way of Worſhip, for Lati- 
tude and Comprehenſion, for any thing to ſubvert 
all Order in the Church, being fully convinc'd, that 
when they have beaten them out of all ſober Princi- 
ples, they muſt be neceſſitated at laſt to center in 


the Communion of the Church of Rome: Hence it is, 


that the publick Writings, and private Inſinuations 

of Diſſenters are full of this Charge againſt the 
Church and Clergy, in a joynt Deſign to run down 
'our Conſtitution, ' and diſgrace our Prieſthood ; but 
with, they would do well to conſider how diſinge- 
nuouſly they act, in oppoſing ſo excellent a Refor- 
mation, ſince they ſtrengthen: the Hands of the Ro- 
mans, (whom they pretend to oppoſe) to the great 
Scandal of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Prote- 
teſtant Intereſt. I wiſh they would reflect, how often 
they have been made uſe of as meer Tools in the Hands 
af Jeſuits, to promote Deſolation and Bloodſhed in this 
poor Kingdom, and Inſtruments to Purpoſes, the 
utmoſt Extent whereof they never knew, or were 
made acquainted with. This Confideration, I hope, 
will oblige them to double their Diligence, to pre- 

vent the like diſmal Conſequences for the time to 
come, and not open the Gap again, at which they 
muſt neceſſarily flow in upon us: By what has been 
done, they may ſee what a bleſſed Reformation they 
muſt expect by the Ruin of this Church; for the 
Thing that hath been, is that which ſhall be, the 
fame Cauſes ſet on foot by the ſame Principles, will 
eternally produce the ſame Effects: And tho' Men 
at firſt may mean never ſo well, yet Tanten 
| 185 | „ < 0s 
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will inſenſbly grow upon them, and Accidents hap- 


n, which in the Progreſs will carry them infini te- 


iy beyond the Line of their firſt Intentions, and en- 
gage them in Courſes, out of which, when they come 


to diſcern their Error, at may be too late to retire: 


For who queſtions, but in our late Civil Diſtractions, 


the far greater, part of our Diſſenters met together 
with very honeſt and good Intentions, and deſigned 
no more than to correct ſome little Irregularities 


that tin Jeane to be in Church or State; 
but we ſee 


ow theſe very Perſons were carried on 
from one Paſſage to another, and in time tranſport- 
ed to thoſe very Things which at firſt they had ſo 


vehemently proteſted and declared againſt, till at 
— horrid Enormities came to be ated by and 
un 


er them, which no Age can parallel; which 


ought to be a ſufficient Caution how they ſhake the 
| leaſt Stone that belongs to the Foundation, leſt by 


picking one after another, the whole Houſe tumble 
about their Ears, when it is beyond their own Pow- 
JJ. 8 
I hope, Sir, you will reflect upon what has been 
ſaid, as the Effect of an honeſt and ſincere Intention 


of a Mind zealouſly affected to ſerve the Churchand 


Kingdom of England, and I am fully fatisfied, that 
you will be convinc'd of the Proteſtantiſm of this 


Church; and confequently, you will return into 


Communion with her, which I am ſorry to tell yon, 

you have endeayour'd with common and profeſt E- 

nemies to deſtroy. I am, Sir, os 
5 Dur humble Servant, T. L. 


* 4 * N 1 FARES. AS. - . 8 S 


—_— 


| Errata, Page 5. Line 18. for Goreans, read Fo Peas. p 18. 
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